A 63-year-old Japanese man with diabetes mellitus was admitted because of high fever. Before a detailed clinical evaluation could be performed, he suffered a bout of shivering and suddenly died. An autopsy revealed liver abscesses, for which pus smears showed many large Gram-negative bacilli with capsule formation (Figure 1 ). Septic emboli were apparent in many organs. In the lungs, purulent pneumonia and alveolar hemorrhage were also evident. Cultures of blood and liver abscesses demonstrated growth of Klebsiella pneumoniae (K. pneumoniae). Spreading of K. pneumoniae colonies on agar plates resulted in formation of strings >5 mm in length, demonstrating a hypermucoviscosity phenotype (Figure 2 ). The patient was finally diagnosed as dying of septic shock due to "Klebsiella pneumoniae liver abscess" (KPLA).
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Furthermore, for rapid detection of hypervirulent strains, the string test should be well recognized and aggressively employed as a useful method that can be easily performed in community hospital laboratories. 
